
Understanding Eastern 
European Geography:  

Borders, Peoples, and Histories 

Michelle Tucker Chubenko, AG, AGL | michelle@jerseyrootsgenealogy.com  

The ICAPGen service mark, Accredited Genealogist® and AG® registered marks and the Accredited Genealogical Lecturer™ and AGL™ 
trademarks are the property of the International Commission for the Accreditation of Professional Genealogists. All Rights Reserved.  

  ©2026 

 

Objective: The presentation will help researchers navigate the complex history of shifting 

borders of Eastern Europe. Attendees will explore the region's diverse ethnic and cultural 

landscape and learn how empires and key historical events, from the 18th century through 

the Cold War, shaped our ancestral landscape. Practical tips will be offered for locating 

towns, interpreting multi-language records, and accessing relevant archives. 
 

Russian Empire 

The Russian Empire extended across Eurasia and North America from 1721, following the 

end of the Great Northern War, until the Republic was proclaimed by the Provisional 

Government that took power after the February Revolution of 1917. The third-largest 

empire in history, at its greatest extent its territory stretched over three continents, 

Europe, Asia, and North America. 

Modern European Countries:   

• Baltic States: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 

• Central & Eastern Europe: Belarus, Finland, Moldova, Poland, Russia, and Ukraine 

• Caucasus: Azerbaijan, Armenia, Chechnya, Kyrgyzstan and Georgia 

• Asian Territory: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 

• Former Union Republics of the Soviet Union (U.S.S.R.): Armenian SSR, Azerbaijan 

SSR, Byelorussian SSR, Estonian SSR, Georgian SSR, Kazakh SSR, Kirghiz SSR, Latvian 

SSR, Lithuanian SSR, Moldavian SSR, Russian SFSR, Tajik SSR, Turkmen SSR, 

Ukrainian SSR, and Uzbek SSR 

 

With 125.6 million subjects registered by the 1897 census, it had the third-largest 

population in the world at the time. 

mailto:michelle@jerseyrootsgenealogy.com


Understanding Eastern European Geography: Borders, Peoples, and Histories 
Michelle Tucker Chubenko, AG, AGL (michelle@jerseyrootsgenealogy.com) | ©2026 

 
Map of governorates of the western Russian Empire in 1910 
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Congress Poland 

Congress Poland or Russian Poland, formally known as the Kingdom of Poland, was created 

in 1815 by the Congress of Vienna as a semi-autonomous Polish state and successor to 

Napoleon's short-lived Duchy of Warsaw. It was established in the Russian sector after 

Poland was partitioned by the Habsburg Monarchy, Russia and Prussia. 
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Austro-Hungarian Empire 

Modern European Countries:  Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, 

Hungary, Italy, Montenegro, Poland, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, and Ukraine 

• 1867-1918: Austria-Hungary (Austro-Hungarian Empire or the Dual Monarchy) was a 

constitutional union of the Austrian Empire (the Kingdoms and Lands Represented in 

the Imperial Council, or Cisleithania) and the Kingdom of Hungary (Lands of the Crown 

of Saint Stephen or Transleithania)  

• 1804-1867: Austrian Empire (Habsburg Empire - Die im Reichsrat vertretenen 

Königreiche und Länder) and Kingdom of Hungary (Die Länder der Heiligen 

Ungarischen Stephanskrone) 

• Dissolved Countries: Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia 

 

Dual Monarchy: 

• Cisleithania (Empire of Austria): 1. Bohmen (Bohemia), 2. Bukowina (Bukovina), 3. 

Kärnten (Carinthia), 4. Krain (Carniola/Slovenia), 5. Dalmatia, 6. Galizien (Galicia), 7. 

Küstenland (Littoral/Italy, Slovenia, Croatia), 8. Niederösterreich (Lower Austria), 9. 

Mähren (Moravia), 10. Salzburg, 11. Schlesien (Silesia), 12. Steiermark (Styria), 13. Tyrol, 

14. Oberösterreich (Upper Austria), 15. Vorarlberg 

• Transleithania (Kingdom of Hungary/Magyar Királyság/Königreich Ungarn): 16. 

Hungary proper 17. Croatia-Slavonia;  

Austrian-Hungarian Condominium: 18. Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 
1911 Ethnographic Map of Austria-Hungary 
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Bibliography — Geography 
Auslander, Jordan. Genealogical Gazetteer of the Kingdom of Hungary. Bergenfield, NJ: 

Avotaynu, 2005. 

Hupchick, Dennis and Harold Cox. The Palgrave Concise Historical Atlas of Eastern Europe. 

Palgrave, 2001. 

Lenius, Brian T. Genealogical Gazetteer of Galicia. Self-published, 1999. 

➢ www.lenius.ca/gazetteer/gazetteer.htm  

Mokotoff, Gary and Sallyann Amdur Sack. Where Once We Walked: A Guide to the Jewish 

Communities Destroyed in the Holocaust.  Revised Edition.  Bergenfield, NJ: Avotaynu, 

2002. 

JewishGen Gazetteer 

• https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/LocTown.asp  

JewishGen Communities Database 

Information about 6,000 Jewish communities in Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East. 

• https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/Search.asp 

Galicia Orts-Repertorium and Gemeindelexikon: 

• 1869: http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1869.pdf 

• 1880: http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1880.pdf 

• 1890: http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1890.pdf  

• 1900: http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1900.pdf 

Bukovina Orts-Repertorien and Gemeindelexikon: 

• 1869: http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1869.pdf  

• 1880: http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1880.pdf  

• 1890: http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1890.pdf  

• 1900: http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1900.pdf  

The History of Towns and Villages of the Ukrainian SSR 

(«Історія міст і сіл Української РСР»). 1967-1974 

➢ http://ukrssr.com.ua/  

Słownik geograficzny Królestwa Polskiego i innych krajów słowiańskich 

(Geographic Dictionary of the Kingdom of Poland and Other Slavic Countries) Vol. 1-15. 

1880-1902 

➢ http://dir.icm.edu.pl/Slownik_geograficzny/  

 

Digital Resources: 

Arcanum Maps - The Historical Map Portal 

https://maps.arcanum.com/en/ 

http://www.lenius.ca/gazetteer/gazetteer.htm
https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/LocTown.asp
https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/Search.asp
http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1869.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1880.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1890.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusgal1900.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1869.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1880.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1890.pdf
http://hauster.de/data/censusbuk1900.pdf
http://ukrssr.com.ua/
http://dir.icm.edu.pl/Slownik_geograficzny/
https://maps.arcanum.com/en/
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Military Surveys 1763-87, 1806-1869, 1869-1887; Kingdom of Hungary, 1867-87; Cadastral 

Maps, 19th century  

David Rumsey Historical Map Collection  

• Europe: https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/s/ae8vzj  

GenTeam (Die genealogische Datenbank - Austria) 

• https://www.genteam.at/  

Gesher Galicia Map Room 

https://maps.geshergalicia.org/  

• Regional Maps, Cadastral Maps, Interactive Data Maps, General and Street Maps, 

and Special Maps 

Hungaricana | Hungarian Cultural Heritage Portal 

https://hungaricana.hu/en/  

The online repository for the collection formerly known as Mapire as well as other Maps 

and Plans for Europe. 

New York Public Library: Digital Collections 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/lane/maps-atlases  

Tackling the Language Barrier 
This can be the most important skill – and also the biggest hurdle – for genealogists seeking 

their ancestry. While there are automated translation options, using language guides and 

templates which relate to the time period and geographic location of your ancestor are the 

best resources to use outside of a professional translator who is experienced in historical 

documents. 

 

Assembling Your Toolbox: Translation Tools for Deciphering Your Documents 

1) Browser: Google Chrome 

2) Language Guides 

3) Online Translator: DeepL and Google Translate 

4) Facebook: Genealogical Translations 

• https://www.facebook.com/groups/GenealogicalTranslations  

 

Bibliography — Language Resources: 

Beider, Alexander. Dictionary of Ashkenazic Given Names: Their Origins, Structure, 

Pronunciation, and Migrations. Bergenfield, New Jersey: Avotaynu, 2001. 

Beider, Alexander. A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from Galicia. Bergenfield, New Jersey: 

Avotaynu, 2004. 

Hoffman, William F. Polish Surnames: Origins and Meanings. Chicago: Polish Genealogical 

Society of America, 2012. 

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/s/ae8vzj
https://www.genteam.at/
https://maps.geshergalicia.org/
https://hungaricana.hu/en/
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/collections/lane/maps-atlases
https://www.facebook.com/groups/GenealogicalTranslations
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Hoffman, William F. and George W. Helon. First Names of the Polish Commonwealth: Origins 

and Meanings. Chicago: Polish Genealogical Society of America, 1998. 

Shea, Jonathan D. and William F. Hoffman. In Their Words: A Genealogist's Translation Guide 

to Polish, German, Latin and Russian Documents.  Language and Lineage Press, 2007. 

Ungegaun, Boris O. Russian Surnames; Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1972. 

 

FamilySearch Genealogical Word Lists: 

• German Word List: 

➢ https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/German_Word_List  

• Hungarian Word List: 

➢ https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Hungary_Genealogical_Word_List  

• Latin Word List: 

➢ https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List  

• Polish Word List: 
➢ https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Polish_Word_List  

• Russian Word List: 
➢ http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Europe/Russia.pdf  

• Slovakian Word List:  
➢ https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Slovak_Genealogical_Word_List  

JewishGen Resources:  

German Occupation Definitions - English Translations 

• https://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/germanoccs.htm 

Doctor, Dr. Ronald D. Male Given Names: Hebrew and Russian and their Transliterations. 

self-published, 2005. 

• https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets/_L_Handwritten_Samples_of

_Male_Given_Names.pdf 

Doctor, Dr. Ronald D. Female Given Names: Hebrew and Russian and their 

Transliterations. self-published, 2005. 

• https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets/_L_Handwritten_Samples_of

_Female_Given_Names.pdf 

European Archival Resources 
 
National Archives of Belarus 
http://archives.gov.by/  
 
Croatian State Archives - Hrvatski Državni Arhiv 
http://www.arhiv.hr/Croatian-State-Archives 
 
National Archives of the Czech Republic - Národní archiv 
https://www.nacr.cz/en/ 

https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/German_Word_List
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Hungary_Genealogical_Word_List
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Latin_Genealogical_Word_List
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Polish_Word_List
http://files.lib.byu.edu/family-history-library/research-outlines/Europe/Russia.pdf
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Slovak_Genealogical_Word_List
https://www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/germanoccs.htm
https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets/_L_Handwritten_Samples_of_Male_Given_Names.pdf
https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets/_L_Handwritten_Samples_of_Male_Given_Names.pdf
https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets/_L_Handwritten_Samples_of_Female_Given_Names.pdf
https://www.jewishgen.org/ukraine/files/infosheets/_L_Handwritten_Samples_of_Female_Given_Names.pdf
http://archives.gov.by/
http://www.arhiv.hr/Croatian-State-Archives
https://www.nacr.cz/en/
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National Archives of Estonia (Rahvusarhiiv) 
http://www.ra.ee/en/national-archives/about-us/ 
 
Hungarian Cultural Heritage Portal - Home | Hungaricana 
https://hungaricana.hu/en/  
 
National Archives of Latvia (Raduraksti) 
https://www.raduraksti.arhivi.lv/ 
 
Lithuanian State Historical Archives 
https://www.archyvai.lt/ 
Online Metrical Records (Paieška pagal bažnytinių metrikų šaltinius) 
https://www.epaveldas.lt/main 
 
Polish State Archives (Digital Archives) 

• Digital Portal: https://www.szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl/ 
• AGAD “Redite ad fontes” https://agad.gov.pl/inwentarze/testy.html  

 
National Archives of Romania (Arhivele Naţionale ale României) 
http://arhivelenationale.ro/site/ 
 
State Archives of the Russian Federation (GARF) 
http://statearchive.ru/ 
 
Slovak National Archives (Slovenský národný archív – EHRI) 
https://www.minv.sk/?dejiny-archivu-1 
 
The Archives of the Republic of Slovenia 
https://www.gov.si/en/state-authorities/bodies-within-ministries/archives-of-the-
republic-of-slovenia/about-the-archives/ 
 
State Archival Service of Ukraine 
https://archives.gov.ua/ua/ 
Search in мережа_установ category for: 

• Oblast Archives and Kyiv City (Державні архіви областей, м. Києва) 
• Central State Archives - TsDIAK, TsDIAL, TsDAZU (Центральні державні архівні 

установи України) 
Digital Portal – Archium: https://searcharchives.net.ua/  

http://www.ra.ee/en/national-archives/about-us/
https://hungaricana.hu/en/
https://www.raduraksti.arhivi.lv/
https://www.archyvai.lt/
https://www.epaveldas.lt/main
https://www.szukajwarchiwach.gov.pl/
https://agad.gov.pl/inwentarze/testy.html
http://arhivelenationale.ro/site/
http://statearchive.ru/
https://www.minv.sk/?dejiny-archivu-1
https://www.gov.si/en/state-authorities/bodies-within-ministries/archives-of-the-republic-of-slovenia/about-the-archives/
https://www.gov.si/en/state-authorities/bodies-within-ministries/archives-of-the-republic-of-slovenia/about-the-archives/
https://archives.gov.ua/ua/
https://searcharchives.net.ua/

