Finding your Jewish Roots
through Catholic and
Inquisition Records

By Genie Milgrom
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Family History-Common Questions

Were there a lot of cousin intermarriages in the family?

Do you remember if the family had any unusual rituals or customs ?

Was there ever a mention of special customs while cooking ?

Do you know what type of work the family was in?

Was the family religious? Did they always go to Church on Sunday?

Did anyone from the family ever light candles on a Friday Night or once a year ?
Did the family ever celebrate a special meal on Friday Nights?

Was there ever a specific day of the year that only white would be worn?

Did they ever fast on any day ( not a Catholic Holiday ) ?

Was there a shawl placed around the shoulders of a couple being married ?
Did anyone have a custom of washing hands frequently?

Do you recall if anyone ever touched or kissed the right side of the doorway?
Did you ever see Jewish symbols on anything from the family?

Did anyone mention that sometimes the children were not baptized?

Do you know the name of the family Village in Spain or Portugal ?

Do you have any old Letters ?



What is the objective of your
search?

Unlike other genealogical work, there might be different objectives to the search for
Jewish Roots in Catholic Records. These are varied reasons such as : Hitting a roadblock in
a conventional Jewish Family and suspecting there was intermarriage in a Churchin a
different country

Wanting to find the Jewish Ancestry for Cultural Reasons ; because someone wants to
know what their past history is. Perhaps a DNA test revealed Jewish ancestry

Others want to know for religious reasons because they want to prove the Jewish Lineage
of someone marrying into a family

More often than not, the search will come from a person who is not currently perceived
as Jewish and wishes to find their lineage and return to the Jewish Religion without
having to convert formally.

If that is the case, a clear understanding is required of what lineage will be accepted by
the Synagogue or Rabbi that you are speaking with. In more traditional Judaism, it is the
maternal lineage only. In other branches, the paternal is accepted as well. You should ask
all the questions early on and before undergoing this search as it is lengthy and detailed
and you want to be certain you are on the right path. In my case, | only researched a
maternal lineage.
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The challenge of converso names

Name changes took place in the Iberian Peninsula as a way of insulating families
from the Inquisition

A family would take on or buy an old Christian Spanish Name.
A priest would give a person a name that was randomly selected

New Chrisians were given topographic names of flowers, trees, and animals or
even bridges ,villages were used.

Having a typically Converso Jewish surname is not enough to assume that one
descends from a Jewish Lineage. It is a good starting point but a lot can happen
in 500 years

The most important item to note is that the surnames that your family has today
will usually be very different from those in 1492 . If your surname remained
intact for 500 years , then it was probably brought down from a paternal and not
a maternal lineage

In my own search, | found that the first names rarely changed .

The surname was taken from the Mother or the Father. Sometimes the fist names
of the grandparents were used as surnames

Great care must be taken to ensure the name was not changed and forged and
you are chasing up the wrong tree



Documentation you are looking to have and
complete on each person you find

O Birth Certificate

O Baptism Certificate if there was one

O Marriage Certificate

O Death Certificate

O Any notarial records that were found relating to the name

O All references found on the internet and Sephardic
Genealogy sites as to the “Jewishness” of the last name

O Folkloric information such as occupation, special skills ,
musical or artistic talent, newspaper clippings

O Pictures of the person

O Inquisition references to the last name



Forged Records showing names
written over each other
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Best sites for names only research

Owww.nameyourroots.com
Owww.sephardicgen.com



Possible searches to find a historical Jewish Context of the name
Ramos must be done in several languages to access different data
bases. Spanish, English, Portuguese and French are shown here

« Ramos Judio converso

« Ramos nombre Judio

« Ramos converso Jew

« Ramos jewish name

« Ramos Spanish Inquistion

« Ramos Inquisicion,

« Ramos Marrano name

« Ramos nom Juif

* Nome Judaico Ramos

« Ramos Heraldica

« Ramos Heraldry

« Ramos famosos

« Famous Ramos Family

* Origenes de la famlia Ramos
* Origins of the Ramos Family
« Origens Da Familia Ramos



Check for forums on a specific name:

" Foro apellido Ramos " Below a print screen from

http://lastnames.genoom.com/es/apellido/Ramos/Portugal/Foros+
de+Salvaterra

e Apelido Ramos en Foros de Salvaterra, Portugal - fam

Ramos - Genoom - Windows Internet Explorer

VISITING BOSTON? RATES STARTING AT $149.00

ENJOY 'BOSTON'S
EE T B PARK PLAZA :

Book Now

OFFER VALID THROUGH 9/2/13

Apellido Ramos en Foros de Salvaterra, Portugal

* Origen ape o Ramos
En arboles genealdgicos de Genoom. Ir a Gencom

3 Ramos en Foros de Salvaterra (Portugal)
3 Ramos nacidos en Foros de Salvaterra (Portugal)
3 Ramos viviendo en Foros de Salvaterra (Portugal)

@D e T\ o+ Qe ymas

Crear arbol genealdgico

» Lisboa Portugal » Quinta Portugal




Using the word FORO will yield a treasure trove of
information.The search here was for "Foro Apellido
Ramos”

Enciclopedia de Apellidos Espaiioles Escudo e historial de su apellido Realizar un pedido Lista de Apellidos Catalanes
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Facebook as an excellent forum
Below a Print Screen of a facebook search for
“Apellido Ramos”
pecome J ¢ JC3XI(C (8t o acobook comeriern | | - B~ N "

Genie Milgrom New Tab

) Genie Home ¢

= 3 i Elizabeth Espinosa
: ’ Sponsored ;‘ Rodriguez likes Daniel
Joseph's photo.
X N Kathleen Alcala
. commented on her own
post.
ipping &
Handerafted Italian shoes.
Made in small, limited
editions. New each week.

Genie Milgrom oo o

Timeline About Friends 77¢ Photos More ~
strom.com

Free shipping. Free returns.
SHOP NOwW/
# Status [8 Photo / video [ Life Event

2 Friends v Post Turn on chat to see who's
available.




In the records of www.familysearch.org you can find specific
collections to overseas churches. Below an example from the
Church in Costa Rica where I was able to find records going back
to the 1600’s for my paternal grandmother Dora Paez

& costa Rica, Catholic Church Records, 1595-1992 Image Costa Rica, Catholic Church Records, 1595 5

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MMS.3.1/TH-266-11837-54916-7 E Costa Rica, Catholic ... X | (== Un dia en Zamora Sefar.

Family Tree Photos Search

RECORDS GE S CA LOG
Costa Rica, Catholic Church Records, 1595-1992 > San José > Nuestra Sefora de la Soledad > Matrimonios 1916-1926 Image of 309
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Researching in
www.tarbut Sefarad.com

& Tarbut Sefarad - Amigos de la Cultura Hebrea - Windows Internet Explorer

Inicio

calendario.’
cultu al’”

Revista de cultura judia

SECCIONES MAS ACTIVAS

A¥ qtnfcctu ra
s Séfd!‘ﬂﬂ(

}nﬂf’l’alftﬂ

OGS RECOMENDADOS

Zamora
Sefardi

*> K Tarbut Sefarad -

Los judios secretos, historia de los marranos

Resel de L os judios secretos. Historia de los
marranos, de Cecil Roth.

Por Raudl Vinokur.

Estamos ante la pres:

lograron que muchc
n en posteriores herejes
ristianos debido a su practica habitual de rites y normas judias.

Leer mé

El Retorno de Sefarad, en Tarazona los dias 2 y
3 de agosto

para dar
pmpueqto" y como una

conductor de 2 el judi nenese Moshé de
Portella. Nes informa Javier Bona [Tarbut Tarazona), que ha
colaborado en la organiz, de estas jornadas

Am... X [ (=2 Un dia en Zamora Sefar...

=

Calendario
Juventud
Catedra D. Melul
Rincones Sefarad
Rincones Mundo
Viaje a
Sefarad 1492
Idiomas

de Trabajo

Tarbut Sefarad
ctualidad

Dossier de prens

Reportajes

ARTICULOS

Historia
Pensamiento
Relato:
Tribuna
Obituarios
Visto y leide
De Mozaik:

SECCIONES

Arquitectura
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SEFARAD
A CORURA
ALBACETE
ALCALA de Henares
ALCALALI
ALCORCON
ALCAZAR SAN JUAN
ALCUDIA
ALEIXAR
ALELLA
ALGECIRAS
ALGUAZAS
ALICANTE
ALMERIA
ALTEA
ANDRATX
ANTEQUERA
ARACENA
ARANJUEZ
ARBOLEAS
ARENYS E.
ARJONA
ASTORGA
AviLa
AVILES
BADALONA
BAILEN
BALAGUER
BANYOLES
BARBA STRO
BARCELONA
BEJAR
BELCHITE
BENAVENTE
BESALU
BILBAO
BLANES




WWW.SEPHARDICANCESTRY.COM

SEPHARDIC ANCESTRY

A Resource Website for Researching Sephardic Jewish Lineages.
Un Sitio Web de Recursos para la Investigacion de Linajes Judios Sefardies.

This website uses cookies for its functionality (More_)

Home Databases Search Archives
Pagina Inicial Bases de Datos Buscar Archivos

What this site is about: Given the difficulty that | personally had in Genie Milgrom has written several books

accessing information in the Spanish archives as | was tracing my own regarding her personal journey in search of
lineage back to Pre Inquisition Spain, | decided to compile all the available her Crypto-Judaic roots that you might find
archival information and established this site to help those wanting to interesting and informative.

research their own Ancestry through the Archives in Spain.

My 15 Grandmothers
You will be able to find the main archives in the country and a synopsis of This Book Covers my personal Journey

their content You will find the Church archives as well as the Diocese that in English.
each Archdiocese covers and University Libraries. In essence, most of the
reference material that is available in Spain is listed on this website. Mis 15 Abeulas
Este libro cubre mi trayectoria personal y
With the phone numbers, e mail addresses and website addresses listed, it esta en Espafiol.
will be easy to contact the specific archive and reguest more information.

How | found my 15 Grandmothers.
It is important to understand that the pace in Spain is different from other Como encontre a mis 15 Abuelas.

countries and many archives close for heliday weeks and summer months.




www.sephardicancestry.com
A unique Source for
Spanish Archives

Home Databases Search Archives

SEFHARIC AxCrsT Pagina Inicial Bases de Datos Buscar Archivos
Location: Alava,Spain

ArchiveName: Archivo del Reino de Galicia

Phaone: (34) 981 20 92 10

Fax: (34) 98122 70 94

Email: arg reino.galicia@xunita.es

WebURL: http://www.xunta.es

Hours: —-

Horario: -

Notes: Although documentation from other sources is available, the majority of the information is from Galicia and
the Real Audiencia. Documents are dating back to the 1400s.

Notas: Contiene informacion de varias fuentes, pero la mayoria de la informacion es de Galicia y la Real
Audiencia. Los documentos disponibles son de 1400 en adelante.

Location: Albacete Spain

ArchiveName: Archivo Historico Nacional de Alava

Phone: (34) 945 15 05 40

Fax: (34) 945 14 07 63

Email: ahpalav@mcu.es

WebURL: http://www.mcu.es/archivos/docs/MC/folleto_archivo alava web.pdf

Hours: Monday and Tuesday 8:30 AM- 6:00 PM Wednesday—Friday 8:30 AM -2:30 PM June 15-September 15
Special Hours

Horario: Lunes y Martes 8:30 AM-6:00 PM Miercoles a Viernes 8:30 AM a 2:30 PM Junio 15 a Septiembre 15
tienen horas especiales.

Notes: Has a rich collection of documents and histories pertaining to specific families from the region.

Notas: Contiene una coleccion nutrida de documentos historicos de algunas familias de la region.

Location: Albacete, Spain
ArchiveName: Archivo Historico Diocesano de Albacete

Phaone: (34) 967 21 4478
Fax: (34) 967 52 23 39
Email: archivo.diocesano.ab@gmail.com



Locations of the Permanent
Locations of the Inquisition Tribunals

Below is a list of the Tribunals in Spain

O Cordoba 1482 Cuenca 1489

O Granada 1526 Las Palmas ( Canary Islands) 1505
O Llerena 1485 Logrono 1512

O Murcia 1488 Santiago de Compostela 1574
O Seville 1482 Toledo 1485

O Valladolid 1488 Majorca 1488

O Barcelona 1484 Zaragoza 1482

O Valencia 1482

Below is a list of the Tribunals in Portugal

O Coimbra 1541 Evora 1536

O Goa 1560 Lisbon 1536

O Lamego 1541 Porto 1536

O Tomar 1536



http://pares.mcu.es is the National Archive in
Spain with digitized information

€ MINISTERIO DE EDUCACION, CULTURA Y DEPORTE - Portal de Archivos Espanoles - Windows Internet Explorer

B+ K Tarbut Sefarad le} =% MINISTERIO DE ED... X I_l

& |

= = —— = -
Presentacién Biasqueda Sencilla = Biisqueda Avanzada Inventario Dinamico | Monograficos = Recursos

BUSQUEDA AVANZADA

Buscar

Fecha

FILTRO POR ARCHIVO

Archivo:

FILTRO POR SIGNATURA

Signatura: eccionar

queda por Signatura incompleta

FILTRO POR iNDICES DE DESCRIPCION

Nombre: Buscar Indice

Bosqueda 3 e ada




A search for the name Ramos in
Pares between 1400 and 1500

£ MINISTERIO DE EDUCACION, CULTURA Y DEPORTE - Portal de Archivos Espafioles - Windows Internet Explorer

MINISTERIO DE ED... X |

Agenda || Atras

ntinuacién se muestran los Arc 2 2 subfondos__), en los que se han encontrado unidades nciden con el criterio de biisqueda infroducido. Para
d e u ocultar ntenido, puls: obre el nombre del A
Ubicaciones en lo: hivos tras la bisqueda con el texto FaMOS, entre las fechas 1400y 1500

~ Archivo General de Simancas

Centro Documental de la Memoria Histérica
ional de Documental e la Pre: bierno
Mario

Archivo de la Real Chancilleria de Valladolid
Real Audiencia y Ch i lac

Archivo Histérico Nacional

alatayud (Zara
de Madrid
a del Tribunal Supremo

Ministerio de H

de Luque
de Fernan Nafie
de Frias




Torre Do Tombo are the digitized files in Portugal for
Inquisition Records clicking on PESQUISAS
http://ttonline.dgarqg.gov.pt/

v AROQUIVO NACIONAL
I IF'ORRKRE DO TONMBO

J SIMPLE SEARCH ADVANCED SEARCH HIGHLIGHTS ONLINE SERVICES HELP

Search documents WELCOME TO ARQUIVO NACIONAL DA TORRE DO TOMBO SEARCH

PORTAL

This system aims to simplify and allow the reader to enjoy, through the Intemnet, a set of services
that are currently only available prezentially in the Archive, eg, consult the catalog of the
Between dates institution, view scanned documents, request digital reproductions, reserve documents for

| | | presential consultafion, request cerlificates, obtain information, efc.

D Only search records with digital representation SEARCH Q

T —

—

FREQUENT SEARCHES MOST VIEWED DOCUMENTS RECENT DOCUMENTS

des fensia fTANCISCO

. e L Memérias Paroguiais, 1722/1722 Requerimentos Diversos. de Prazos & Rendas, 1779/17
gomes INQUISICAO joA0 jose josé liSD0A e topes

manuel maria oficio paroquia pardquia paroquiais
pedro pereira PrOCESSO rodrigues santa Santo silva Inbunal do Sante Ofigie, 1536/1536

Requerimentos Diversos, de Prazos & Rendas, 1744/17
sousa vila

Chancelaria Régia. 1211/1211 Requerimentos Diversos, de Prazos e Rendas, 1791117




Torre do Tombo Search using Ramos name
yields Inquisition records for my family

E Cincuenta afios de inquisi... B | Suggested Sites ¥ E baotero - Google Search (2) E mapaquest - Google Search G botero - Google Search @ Amazon.com — Online Sh...

[Toooo-o403
[lo403-0508
[Toz06-1209
[11209-1812
[1812-2016

@ JOAO RAMOS
Record not reviewed.
Perddo

Dates 1432-07-03 - 1432-07-03
C let e PTMT/CHRAD003/329
e e DIGITAL REPRESENTATION

Physical location Chancelaria de D. Jodo I, liv. 3, fol. 10

D With representation

[ Complete record + padd to list
D Without representation

@ FRANCISCO RAMOS

Record not reviewed.

Besteiro

Dates 1482-08-29 - 1452-08-29
Complete reference PTAT/CHRAND003/48T
Physical location Chancelaria de D. Jodo I, liv. 3, fol. 37

[} Complete record + Add to list

@ FERNANDO PIRES RAMOS

Record not reviewed.

Procurader correicdo comarca da Beira

Dates 1493-01-09 - 1493-01-09
Complete reference PTAT/ICHRANOO0T /G
Physical location Chancelaria de D. Jode I, liv. 7, fol. 135

[} Complete record + Add to list




Actual Information on Inquisitiom
Process

& http:/ /ttonline.dgarq.gov.pt/dserve.exe?dsqServer=calm6&dsqIni=Dserve.ini&dsqApp=Archive&dsqCmd - Windows Internet Exp

ttonlne.dgarg.go’

12 Of 3934 Registo Seguinte +10 Registos Ultimo Registo

0O registo insere-se na seguinte estrutura hierarquica:

Ticie

Fundo Tribunal do Santo Ofit
Subfundo i o de Lisboa
Série

Cligue no Cddigo de Referéncia para visualizar a insercdo hierarquica do registo

CodigoReferéncia PT-TT-TSO/IL/28/7674
Processo de Joana da Paz

EE - o+ 1682 - 21/05/1682
Documento Compe
RN - -

AmbitoContetido
curtidor

fisco de bens, abjuracao em forma,

EntidadeDetentora ANTT
DataDescricio i

tros
8!

Pa
Ima:

en:
Legenda FormatoPDF

TSOMLAZBAF&TMPT-TT-TS
TSOMLAZBAT6TNPT-TT-TS

TSOMLNZBAT6TMPT-TT-TS

TCOMI AR FATADT-TT-TSO-1l -28-FAT4 000K _ing



Actual Court Cases against my Family from Torre Do Tombo

1. Trial against Maria Rodrigues

1559-10-25 to 1561-03-16. Folios: 53

Birthplace and residence: Miranda do Douro

50 years old. Widow. Conjuge: Domingos Henriques

2. Trial against Catarina Alvares

1557-05-29 to 1560-07-09. Folios: 71

Birthplace and residence: Miranda do Douro

23 years old [b.a. 1533-1534]. Viuva. Conjuge: Duarte de Chaves, legista
3. Trial against Margarida Fernandes

1542-03-11 to 1542-08-14. Folios: 21

Birthplace: Miranda do Douro

Age: 80 anos [perhaps 90 years]. Widow. [She had at least two children

: Antonio Fernandez, in Zamora, and Luis in Miranda].

4. Trial against Lourenco Rodrigues

1560-05-02 to 1560-10-06. Folios: 18

Birthplace: Miranda do Douro. Residence: Villalcampo, Zamora, Castela, Espanha
Sapateiro, 30 years old [b.a. 1529/1530].

Parents: Francisco Coelho and Catarina Rodrigues [parents also of Maria Roiz]
5. Trial against Diogo Mendes

1558-03-02 to 1559-09-24. Folios: 97

Age: 64 anos [b.a. 1493]. Job: tabelido (notary)

Birthplace and residence: Miranda do Douro

Civil state: married. Wife: Isabel Pereira



Actual Process from Torre Do
Tombo Files
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My family Tree showing some of the
Inquisition Processes in Dark Green

AREOL FAHILIAR DE GEHIE HILGROH HOSTRANDO LA FAHILIA RAHIREZ FAHILT DEL SIGLO 15 DE LA Z0HA DE ZAHORA
ESTA FUE UNA FAMILIA DE ZAPATEROS CURTIDORES T COMERCIANTES
LOS HIEHBROS DE LA FAHILIA JUZGADOS EH LA IHGUISICION ESTAH EH TERDE 0SCURD




The End



