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Meet Your New  
Research Partners
The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston 
isn’t just an organization. It is a community of 
nearly 700 people who love uncovering the stories 
of where we came from. Since 1982, JGSGB has 
grown into the largest Jewish genealogical society 
in the United States. Whether you are local or 
joining from afar, JGSGB is here to help you 
discover your unique family history. 

Powered by Passion 
(and Volunteers!)
JGSGB is an all-volunteer, member-led 
organization. Every single activity, program, and 
publication is arranged, managed, and staffed by 
members who generously devote their time and 
talents to make your experience great.

You are encouraged to contribute your skills and 
enthusiasm to projects that connect you with 
others and help the society thrive. 

The E-Newsletter
Stay in the loop with a monthly email about 
local events and virtual programs from Jewish 
organizations around the country and the 
world. Contact email@jgsgb.org to be added.

Grow Your Family Tree



The Perks of Being a Member

Mass-Pocha journal. 
Dive into this award-
winning publication 
filled with success 
stories, Jewish history 
of New England towns, 
technology tips, step-
by-step examples of 
searching through 
records, program 
recaps, and more.

JGSGB Connect. This is 
a monthly virtual drop-
in where you can ask 
questions and share 
what you’ve learned in 
a relaxed setting with 
a different theme each 
time.

Book group. Love a 
good read? This online 
social group discusses 
Jewish genealogy-
related books.

A helping hand. Don’t 
know where to start? 
Stuck on a “brick wall”? 
Need a translation? 
JGSGB member experts 
guide you through your 
next steps and help 
you move forward.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs). Join an informal 
group to swap tips on regions and niche topics. 
Current SIGs: Artificial Intelligence (AI), Belarus, 
Galicia, German, Litvak, Poland, Sephardic, Ukraine.
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When you join JGSGB, you’re not just getting a 
membership. You’re gaining a support system! 

Programs and recordings. Membership includes 
admission to programs and on-demand access to 
recordings of past programs and speaker handouts.
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Recognitions and Awards 
from the International  
Genealogy Community

IAJGS Outstanding Project 
Memorial Plaque Database 

IAJGS International Conference Host City

IAJGS Outstanding Program 
Jewish Genealogy Course 

IAJGS Outstanding Publication 
Mass-Pocha journal

What We Do Together
Monthly programs. The Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Greater Boston (JGSGB) invites experts from 
across the globe to talk about topics from traditional 
research to cutting-edge tech. These monthly sessions 
provide a great way to keep learning and stay inspired!

Sample program topics:

•	 Beginners’ research

•	 Key records: birth, marriage, death, ship 
manifest, naturalization, census, and more

•	 Navigating records from specific countries, 
such as Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine, and others

•	 Locating ancestral towns and original surnames

•	 Holocaust research 

•	 Online sources

•	 Tools and techniques

•	 DNA

•	 AI for genealogy

•	 Storytelling

•	 Reading tombstones

•	 Jewish names

Camaraderie and sharing. Celebrate each other’s 
breakthroughs, sympathize with frustrations, 
and discuss strategies and solutions for research 
challenges. Making discoveries together is rewarding! 

Service to the Jewish community. Projects to 
collect and share information from local Jewish 
sources, such as Yahrzeit plaques, rabbinic work, and 
cemetery headstones, give researchers easy access.

Speakers bureau. Is your group interested in 
learning how to get started with Jewish genealogy? 
JGSGB offers introductory talks to synagogues, 
libraries, and community organizations. Inquire at 
outreach@jgsgb.org.

JGSGB is one of 75+ member organizations of  
the International Association of Jewish  

Genealogical Societies (IAJGS). 

As a 501(c)(3) organization, JGSGB welcomes  
donations, which are tax-deductible  

where permitted by law.

Ready to Find Your Roots?
Visit jgsgb.org to join the Jewish Genealogical Society 
of Greater Boston, and start enjoying your member 
benefits today!
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