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Jews are by no means evenly distributed across the United States; in fact, they are among 
America’s most densely concentrated faiths.  Today, some 85 percent of America’s Jews 
live in just twenty metropolitan areas.  How and why did this happen? What determined 
where Jewish immigrants settled and where their descendants moved?  We will look at 
some examples from the colonial era to the present. 

Jonathan D. Sarna holds the Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun Professorship of American 
Jewish History at Brandeis University and chairs the Academic Advisory and Editorial 
Board of the Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives. Author or 
editor of more than 20 books on American Jewish history and life, he is also the chief 
historian of the National Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia and of the 
350th commemoration of Jewish life in America, 1654-2004. His most recent book, 
“American Judaism: A History” won the top prize of the 2004 National Jewish Book 
Awards. 

NOTE: This meeting is being held at the Wellesley Free Library, 530 Washington St. 
(Rt. 16), Wellesley. It can be reached from Rt. 16 at Exit 21 and from Rt. 9 at the 
Wellesley Hills exit. 

Admission is free. Refreshments will be served. 

___________________________ 

Upcoming program: 

Mar. 13 “The Genealogical Treasure Troves of Israel: How to Use Them There and Here” 
by Martha Lev-Zion 

The Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston is a nonprofit organization of individuals 
interested in genealogical research. It conducts monthly educational programs. 
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